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(54) PRODUCTION OF CASTOR OIL HAVING IMPROVED QUALITY 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To eliminate a peculiar unpleasant smell and sticky feeling, and modify castor oil as 
a raw material for cosmetic and medicines, by treating the castor oil with a strain belonging to 
yeasts, and having the ability to produce y-decalactones. 

CONSTITUTION: A strain, belonging to yeasts, and having the ability to produce y-decalactones 
using castor oil as a substrate, preferably a strain belonging to the genus Saccharomyces, 
Pichia, Hansenula or Candida, is cultivated in a culture medium preferably under aerobic 
conditions at 20W40 0 C for 12W72hr, and preferably 0.1W200wt% castor oil is then added to the 
resultant culture fluid and cultivated preferably at 20W40° C for 2W72hr to modify the castor 
oil. 
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